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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The publication of a full report of the Annual 
General Meeting of the profession at the end of the 
same week in which it is held marks, we think, a 
distinct advance in veterinary journalism. Hitherto 
we have had to wait a month, and by that time any 
little enthusiasm generated by the meeting has 
usually subsided. We can ill afford to lose the 
least spark of enthusiasm, for if there be a special 
sin affecting our profession it is indifference. We 
use the word sin as expressing something worse 
than vice. Against a positive, active vice it is easy 
to raise a protest, and not very difficult even to stir 
up opposition and resentment. Against indifference 
one strives vainly, and hopeless weariness is apt tc 
set in. 


Both the Meeting and the Dinner were poorly 
attended. Surely out of 2.000 available members 
it is not creditable that only about 50 show even 
sufficient interest to attend our anniversary. The 
remark is apologetically made, “ Well, you know, I 
. don’t taxe much interest in these matters,” and the 
speaker seems to think nothing more is required. 
Interest in the Body Corporate is not a mere matter 
of taste—it is a duty, neglect of which can only be 
characterised as selfishness. It is worthy of note 
that the man who does least for his profession 
generally expects it to do most for him. No man 
shouts so loudly about the competition of the un- 
licensed practitioner as the M.R.C.V.S. who never 
writes, never speaks, and seldom votes. He seems 
oblivious to the fact that he is protected only be- 
cause he has a diploma, and is a Member of a Cor- 
porate Body, and to the equally evident fact that the 
strength and life of the Body is directly proportioned 
to the healthiness and activity of the individual. 


There is just one grain of satisfaction in the re- 
sult of the Election of Council, i.e.. that the four 
progressive candidates have thoroughly outstripped 
the other two. It must however be confessed, that 
the election of two Examiners by a large number of 
votes does afford a strong argument to the Council 
for postponing any action on the dual-appointments 
until the profession speaks with a more decided and 
more unanimous voice. At the Annual General 
Meeting a resolution on this subject was nearly 
carried—in fact would have been by a good ma- 
jority had the Members of Council personally in- 
terested not voted for retaining their double honors. 
Twenty-three votes were given in favor of abolishing 
all dual appointments. Only twenty-four were ob- 


tained for the status quo by the aid of ten gentle- 
men from the Council table. 


Attention was drawn to the disgraceful condition 
of the Museum at Red Lion Square, and the Meeting 
was informed that a Committee had been appointed 
to look after it. The same thing happened last 
year, and we venture to prophesy will be repeated 
next. The Museum is a sort of No-man’s-land. 
Very fow Members ever enter it, and its contents 
remain un-labelled, un-arranged, and un-classified. 
It cannot be expected to increase, for no one having 
a good specimen would care to have it so effectually 
hidden and buried as it would be if presented 
to our Museum. 

A little care and trouble ought soon to produce a 
splendid collection of morbid specimens, Post- 
mortem examinations on the lower animals may 
always be made, and our professional museum should 
be rich in interesting and curious objects. Were 
the collection once arranged ; and some rational im- 
petus given to the habit of presenting specimens, - 
we should soon have a colJection which would at- 
tract visitors, and form one of the most instructive 
features of our College. 

As a sample of the interest taken in the Museum 
by oar Council, we may state that only a short time 
since when a strip of carpet or matting was needed 
to place between the cases, 2 prominent member ex- 
pressed his opinion that it was ‘an unnecessary 
expense.” 


The manner in which political expediency inter- 
feres with the regulations applied to the importation 
of cattle is well shown by the action of the Govern- 
ment in relation to the Netherlands. Only a few 
weeks since, it was determined to permit the 
importation of animals from Holland on and after 
May 31st. Then Germany sent us cargoes of sheep 
suffering from Foot-and-Mouth Disease, which were 
seized at the ports, and fortunately, prevented from 
spreading. The Agricultural Community became 
alarmed, anda political party magnified the dangerand 
brought pressure to bear on the Government to annul 
the order. The strongest argument adduced was 
that disease might pass from Germany to Hol- 
land, and thus be re-introduced ‘into England. As 
a matter of fact, there is no trade in animals from 
Germany to Holland. The Dutch have a surplus to 
dispose of, and no demand for other stock ; they 
had also stringent laws against contagious diseases, 
and now have absolutely forbidden the importation of 
German animals over their boundary. For four 
years no Foot-and-Mouth Disease has been seen in 
Holland, whilst it has always more or less existed 


in Germany. 
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ARTICLES AND CASES. 


EXTENSIVE BLOOD TUMOUR 
Due ro Rupture or tue oF DIAPHRAGM. 
By Henry Epear, M.R.C.V.S., Dartford, Kent. 


Subject.—Grey entire Pony, three years old, about 
twelve hands high. 

History.—Pony was purchased at a Fair in Octo- 
ber, 1887, being then eighteen months old. 

Hé was broken to harness and worked pretty 
regularly until within a month of his death. He 
was usually driven two or three times every or 
every other day to a station about a mile and a half 
distant; sometimes farther. He generally travelled 
very well, had been noticed at times to pull up 
suddenly and sweat a good deal—his appetite was 
never good (which was attributed to cutting his 
teeth) and about January of present year began to 
get much worse and so continued until I was called 
in on 19th March, when I was informed he had not 
eaten a gallon of corn in a week. 

On examination I found the pony almost in a 
state of syncope, pulse very weak and small, 88 to 
the minute, hardly perceptible at submaxillary 
artery ; temperature 104°8; all visible mucus mem- 
branes completely blanched, breathing normal, no 
pain on percussion over any organ. He laid down 
a good deal but did not exhibit any pain or grunt- 
ing, bowels acting normally, urine normal. 

Diugnosis.—Excessive cenemia and debility, but 
history and symptoms not sufficient to point to a 
direct cause. 

Prognosis, —Unfavourable. 

Treatment.—Gave diffusible stimulants and heart 
tonics, and ordered alcoholic stimulants in gruel. 

‘Diet.—Any soft nutritious food, such as porridge, 
flour gruel, bean meal, and cooked swedes. 

The pony was seen daily till 25th, during which 
time he made steady progress towards recovery, 
temperature fell to normal, pulse better tone and 
sixty to the minute, appetite improved. 

27th.—Progress still maintained, eating about a 
gallon of oats per day—commenced iron and vege- 
table tonics. 

29th.—Improvement still maintained. 

April 1lst.—Pulse 48, temperature normal, mucus 
membrane less blanched, did not lie down much 
during day, appetite about the same. 

6th.—Pulse 40, temperature normal, appetite 
better; pony apparently recovering slowly, but 
surely, 

Ou morning of 12th message received—pony 
much worse, had great difficulty in breathing. 

My brother attended, and found him in an even 
worse state than when I visited him on the first 
occasion, pulse imperceptible, temperature high, 
mucous membranes perfectly blanched—sinking fast. 

I received another message on evening of same 
day to say he was much worse, seemed in great 
pain, and had fallen down; on my arrival he was 
dead. I thought it probable he had either ruptured 
liver or spleen. 


I made a post-mortem examination about three 
quarters of an hour after death. The body generally 
was well nourished; on opening the abdominal 
cavity I found the walls lined with about two inches 
of fat, and on lifting these back I observed a large 
blood tumour eighteen inches long, nine inches wide, 
and four inches thick, extending from about six 
inches from the median line round the attachment 
of the diaphragm on the right side, and so intimately 
connected with it and the walls that a large portion 
of each had to be cut away to remove the tumour 
intact, which was held in position entirely by the 
peritoneum, 

Liver ancemic and very much contracted : 

Lungs completely blanched : 

Heart, walls firmly contracted and hard: 

Spleen, normal. 

On dissecting the tumour it was found to be co- 
agulated blood from the ruptured vessels of the 
diaphragm on the right side; with extensive serous 
effusion into the abdominal walls on that side. 
There was not the slightest protrusion on the 
thoracic side of the diaphragm. 

There are naturally three or four important ques- 
tions which readily present themselves, but are not 
so easy of solution :— 

Ist.—What was the precarious appetite for 
eighteen months due to ? 

2nd.—What was the cause of the rupture of the 
vessels of the diaphragm ? ; 

3rd.— How much of the tumour was in existence 
on the 19th March ? 

4th.—What produced the high state of fever ? 

My own opinion is, there must have been a weak- 
ness or disease of the vessels for a long time, and that 
the rupture was due to working the pony so young. 
That a very considerable portion of the tumour was 
present when I first saw the animal, because very 
little difference could be observed in any part of the 
gigantic clot. 


THE NEW MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 
By rue Eprror. 


More than usual interest has been shown this 
year in the Election of Members of Council, as is 
demonstrated by the return of nearly one thousand 
voting papers to the Secretary. The result. shows 
that a Candidate must now obtain the support of at 
least four hundred voters to ensure a seat on the 
Council. This is a healthy sign, and must be a 
source of satisfaction to those who remember the 
elections anterior to the Charter of 1876, when 
fifteen or twenty votes at the Annual Meeting gave 
aman the power to assist in ruling the profession 
for four years. We have left the apathy and negli- 
gence of those days far behind. 

The practical question now is: What results may 
we expect from the recent election? Five of the 
newly elected members have told the profession 
their views with more or less distinctness. We 
therefore know in what direction their influence on 
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the Council will be used, but this knowledge does! Mr. Smcocks thinks the Professional Examinations 


not enable us positively to anticipate the action of. 
the representative body. Our future Council will | 


not be fully constituted for another month. There 
are six Vice-Presidents to be selected. and the choice 


of men for these positions rests entirely with the 


Council, who thus have the power to completely 
nullify the effect of the profession’s election. The 
retiring Vice-Presidents have the power to vote for 
themselves. Supposing that the Council select men 
equally progressive with those just elected by the 
profession, we may anticipate some decided action 
during the next twelve months. 

It may be well just to extract from the speeches 
and addresses of the six Members of Council the 
ideas held by them and expressed during their 
candidacy. 

Professor Wauirey holds that, the Principals of 
Schools, the Chief Veterinary Surgeon to the 
Army, and the Veterinary Adviser to the Privy 
Council should have a seat on the Council by 
virtue of their office : 

That Examiners should not also be Members 
of Council : 

That the stringency of the Matriculation Ex- 
aminations should be increased : 

That the Professional Examinations should 
include written papers. 

Mr. Mutvey thinks that the Principals of the Schools 
should be ex-officio Members of Council : 

That Examiners should not also be Members 
of Council : 

That the operation of the “ Ninth Clause” 
should cease : 

That fuller reports of the proceedings of 
Council and its Committees should be given to 
the profession. 

Mr. P. Taytor says, that Professors of Schools should 
be Members of Council without a vote : 

That Examiners should not also be Members 
of Council : 

That the “ Ninth Clause” should be abolished: 

That the Vice-Presidents should be elected, 
like the Council, by the votes of the whole 
profession : 

That a New Charter is necessary. 

Mr. Carrixpgr is pledged to nothing, and has been 


elected by a large number of votes although he | 


is an Examiner. This seems utterly inconsis- 
tent with the general result of the Election, 


and we suppose is due to the fact that if he | 


were not an Examiner he possesses every quali- 
fication for a Councilman. 
Kipp is the only one of the six who has no 
previous experience of the Council. He never 
hesitates to express his views on all pro- 
fessional subjects clearly, and he has declared 
that Principals of Schools and the Chairman of 
the Examining Board should be ex-officio Mem- 
bers of Council without a vote : 

That Examiners should not also be Members 
of Council : 

That he is opposed to the continuance of the 
“ Ninth Clause ” : 

That a New Charter is necessary. 


Mr. 


should include written papers ; 

That a Compulsory Pupilage would increase 
the students’ practical knowledge : 

That it is only fair that Ireland should be 
represented on the Council. 
| Mr. Simcocks, like Mr. Cartledge, is an Examiner 
| but we believe that very many of his supporters 
Were unaware of the fact or else their chivalry 
for geographical representation is greater than we 
‘thought possible. 

It appears then that four of the six are pledged 
to vote for important changes. These four are :— 
Messrs. Walley, Mulvey, Taylor, and Kidd, who 
obtained an aggregate of 2,001 votes. The others 
_elected—Messrs. Cartledge and  Simcocks—just 
polled 823 votes, so that there can be no doubt as 
to the wishes of the profession. ‘he Election is 
full of hope. 
| 


Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, 


The Annual Meeting of the Royal College was 
held on Monday, May 6th, Professor Pritchard 
(President) in the chair. 

Our representative having attended at the com- 
mencement of the meeting, was informed that it 
would be necessary to obtain the sanction of the 
meeting before he could be allowed to be present. 
After some short time he was informed by the See- 
retary that the resolution had been carried in favour 
of his admission. He was afterwards informed thai 
in his absence the following resolution had been 
agreed to: “That reporters from any of the Veteri- 
nary Periodicals be allowed to attend the annual 
general meetings.” 

Among those present were :—Sir Frederick Vitz- 
wygram, Bart., M.P., Sir H. Simpson, Dr. Fleming, 
Prof. W. Williams, Prof. J. McCall, Prof. J. W. 
Axe, Prof. G. 'T. Brown, Messrs. B. Cartledge, J. F. 
Simpson, KE. |, Dray, Peter Taylor, W. J. Mulvey, 
Thos. Greaves, W. Woods, W. Wilson, Thos. Briggs, 
F. W. Wragg, J. D. Barford, A Evans, J. Mackinder, 
Il. Kidd, T. A. Dollar, W. W. Dollar, J. A.W. 
Dollar, J. 8. Hurndall, 8. Holman, J. Lambert, 
T’. Moore, Geo. A. Banham, Nicholson Almond, J. 
‘Ward, G. J. Gould, J. Fraser, W. Burnett, J. D. 
Edwards, A. Rogerson, F.C. Mahon, Smith, 'T. 
E. W. Lewis, T. HL. Ridler, J. Stidston, A. 
Jacobs, A. G. Rogers, ‘TS. Price, A. H. Golding. 
Mole, G. Reddish, J. Fleetwood, B. 
| Walters, J. M. Gillingham, W. Shipley, Senior, 
‘Lowe, J.B. Martin, W. Price, G. Brown, N. W. 
Beddard, J. Orde Browne, Senior, 
|G. E. King, T. Corby, M. Clarke, W. Reekie, and 
Hf. King. 

he proceedings opened by the Secretary reading 
the circular convening the meeting. 

The voting for the election of six Members of 
Council resulted as follows : 
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Prof. Walley 594 
Mr. Mulvey 526 
.. Taylor 448 
,. Cartledge 437 
.. Kidd 433 
Simcocks 386 

» Banham B75 
» Dray 370 
Carter 3d3 
Blakeway 345 
.» Briggs 248 
Anderson 231 
» Wilson 206 


Mackinder 127 


The first six were declared elected. 

On our representative being admitted, Mr DoLiar 
proposed, * That the members be supplied with a 
verbatim report of the proceedings.” He said: We 
have never had such a thing before, and although 
last year it was promised to us we only had about 
one-tenth of what actually occurred. Anything that 
was not suitable to the Council was taken out. I 
want the meeting to support me in bringing forward 
this resolution, so that we may have a word-for- 
word report. 

A Memper.—At whose cost will it be done? Who 
is to defray the expense of a verbatim report being 
given? 

Mr. Dottar.—The report last year cost some- 
thing like £14. I think we ought to have a word- 
for-word report for that. 

Mr. J. 8. Hurnypauu.—I will gladly second Mr. 
Dollar’s proposition. I spoke at the last annual 
meeting, and [ have a very vivid remembrance of 
the speech I delivered on that occasion. In the re- 
port it was twisted and turned about in such a man- 
ner that it did not represent my views at all. I will 
second Mr, Dollar’s proposal that the proceedings of 
this meeting be reported in full. 

A Memser.—I think those taking part in the 
discussion should have the opportunity of correcting 
their remarks before they are published. 

AnotHER Memper.—I think that if this motion is 
carried it should be literally carried into effect. If 
gentlemen could see their speeches in print word- 
for-word as they deliver them I think they would 
come to the meeting next year quite prepared for an 
amendment. (Laughter. ) 

Mr. CartLepGEe.—How is it proposed that the 
Report of the proceedings should be published. 
Neither the Council nor the Members of the College 
have any control whatever over the different Jour- 
nals. It is quite at their liberty to consider how 
much of, the report of the meeting they shall give. 
We as members of the profession have really no 
control over the editors of any journals that repre- 
sent us, they please themselves as to what they shall 
insert or omit. 

Mr. Dottar.—So much is taken out of the speeches 
given here that we want to do away with the Coun- 
cil’s control, not only in the speeches, but in every- 
thing else. That is the meaning of the proposition. 
We want a word-for-word report of what takes place. 

Mr. CartLepce.—-How will you get it. It may be 


all taken down, but you cannot compel the editors to 
put it in. 

Mr. Hurnpatu.—lIt take it that the editors have 
enough common sense not to keep back anything 
that is said. If they wish to publish anything their 
own interests will warrant them in doing so. We 
are perfectly well aware that they are independent 
journals, and nobody can compel them to do anything 
but their own interests, but I think that in this case 
their own interests will do so. At all events we are 
prepared to stand by the resolution, and to take our 
chance of that. 

The motion that the Report of the proceed- 
ings at the Annual Meeting be a verbatim Report 
was then put to the meeting and lost. 

Mr. Price.—My proposition is * that a verbatim 
report be taken of this meeting, to be paid for by the 
Council, and sent to every member of the}Veterinary 
profession.” 

The proposition, not having a seconder, fell to the 
ground. 

Tur Prestpent.—The next business is to read the 
minutes of the last General Meeting. 

Prorrssor Mc Catu.—I beg to move that the 
minutes of the last meeting be taken as read. 

Mr. Samson.—I beg to second that. 

The motion was agreed to, and the minutes were 
confirmed. 

Mr. Dray.—I beg to move that the annual report 
and balance sheet be taken as read. 

Mr. Woops.—I will second that. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Tur Prestpent.—lIf anyone has any remarks to 
make with regard to the report, now is the time. 

Mr. Doitar.—I think everyone looking at our 
Annual Report this year will agree that it has been 
very cleverly drawn up. It is about the baldest 
report that I have everseen. In connection with the 
Fellowships, I see that nine gentlemen have been 
added to the number of Fellows. The rapidity with 
which gentlemen come forward for the Fellowship 
is quite exhilarating, men of the greatest talent, men 
who have distinguished themselves at College and in 
the profession, come rushing forward to get the grand 
prize. The Fellowship has been in existence now for 
ten years, and with the sixty gentlemen who elected 
themselves I do not think they number more than 
200. So that as far as the Fellowship goes it is quite 
evidently entirely a dead letter. It was invented 
for a certain purpose, but that purpose has not been 
served, as our elections to-day show very clearly. The 
four gentlemen who came forward for our suffrages 
have come forward saying “‘ We go on to the Council 
pledged that clause 9 shall be done away with.” We 
will have a fresh charter if necessary, even if it cost 
£600 or £700, as they say it will, though the supple- 
mentary charter lost year cost £200. We are awaken- 
ing, we are no longer asleep. I brought before the 
Council last year a proposition which I wish to bring 
before it this year again, and that is that it is wrong 
in principle for a member of Council to act as an 
examiner. I am pleased to see that those men who 
head the list have said it is wrong. It is wrong, and 
the Council must alter it. If they do not alter it, 
there is the profession {behind them. I, therefore, 


| 
a 
aS i 4 | 
AY 
J 7 it 
i 
| ii 
13 i 
i! 
4 
| an 
ua 
} 
his 
‘ 
if Be 
i 


May 11, 1889.] 


THE VETERINARY 


RECORD. 547 


conclude by moving “ That it is wrong in principle 
for a member of Council to act as an Examiner.” 

Mr. Hurnpati.—It seems to fall to my lot to 
back up Mr. Dollar in everything he says. Al- 
though I took the same course with regard to this 
matter last year I have had no subsequent conversa- 
tion about it with Mr. Dollar. You may say that 
it looks very like collusion—if collusion is the 
proper word to describe it, which I do not think it 
is—but it is not so. Whether it was, as it were 
understood between us that we should be able to 
say we have not discussed this matter in private I 
do not know, but I may say that on the only oc- 
casion on which I have met Mr. Dollar at 'Tatter- 
salls in the interval this subject was not discussed ; 
so that although I rise to second this resolution 
there has been no collusion of any sort between us. 
The fact of this matter not having been brought 
very prominently before the profession is, 1 know, 
taken by some gentlemen who are anxious to main- 
tain this clause 9, as a proof that no interest is 
taken in the question by the profession, but that is 
not the case. I desire to bring this matter before 
you in as temperate a manner as possible. I am 
moved solely by the one fact that I look upon it as 
a matter of principle, and I wish to emphasise that 
as earnestly as possible. It is with me a matter 
of principle that this clause 9 should be abrogated, 
done away with, because | consider it to be a de- 
gradation to the whole of the profession who are 
not included in the Diploma of Fellowship. Of 
course there are a certain number of gentleman, like 
our President, who do not come under the influence 
of this clause, but there are a certain number of 
members I may say who would very gladly present 
themselves for examination for a Feliowship degree 
were this clause not in existence. and ! may say 
candidly that Iam one of the number. As long as 
that clarvse is in existence I will never present 
myself for a Fellowship degree. because I look upon 
it as a matter of principle, and I will never sacrifice 
principle for position either in this matter, or any- 
thing else. (Cheers.) That seems to be one of the 
most important features. But there is another. 

We are told that the Fellowship clause is a 
stimulus to the profession, and is a means of raising 
the standard of the profession, which is a very 
estimable object. My great object in life has been 
continually to learn, but I may say that although 
this degree of the Fellowship is looked upon in the 
face of the world, amongst clients as an advance- 
ment—I grant you that fully, and I take it that 
that was the object of those who instituted it—yet 
still the number of those who have gone in for the 
examination goes to prove that there is a very 
strong feeling against the Fellowship degree as it 
at present stands. This Fellowship degree is not 
appreciated as it should be. because there is a strong 
feeling in the profession that this clause is an unfair 
one—an illegitimate one, as some are pleased to call 
it, because by it they have been deprived of their 


birth-right. Their birth-right was that they should | p 


have the power and opportunity of taking an in- 
terest in all that appertains to the advantage of the 
profession, and of taking their own part in the 


politics of the profession. But now they are shut 
out from it, and by whom? By a certain number 
of gentlemen who happened to sit on the Council 
about the year 1874 or 1875. What was the course 
taken then? We are told that the profession were 
communicated with. Granted, but if yon are going 
to take a man’s birthright away from him it is not 
enough to send out a slip of paper and say that if he 
has any objection to it he should say “No” or 
“Yes,” particularly. As many of you know per- 
fectly well, the profession itself at that time showed 
an immense amount of apathy as to the conduct 
of the politics of the profession. The Council 
knew that at the time, and they are morally re- 
sponsible for having taken’a sort of—I will not say 
advantage. because I fear being called to order, but 
that is what I mean (laughter and cheers)—an 
enormous advantage of those whom they knew per- 
fectly well were not reading anything of veterinary 
politics. There was a large amount of apathy then 
in existence which those who are oldest in the pro- 
fession know best. ‘The Council sent out a circular, 
but simply sending out a circular was not sufficient 
if they wished to learn the will of the profession, 
lf they wanted to find out the true feeling of the 
profession the best way was to send out a very 
special circular calling the members together to the 
Annual Meeting and having the matter fully dis- 
cussed. Without that I maintain that the real true 
opinion of the profession could not be obtained. I 
do not accuse gentleman on the Council of taking 
an unfair advantage, but I say that they did not 
think sufficiently before they acted. I wish to 
convince you if possible of my earnestness, and I 
say that this matter ought to have been discussed 
in a much more public manner before such vital 
steps were taken affecting the interests of a large 
proportion of the profession, The facts have proved 
this. When you come to compare the numbers, out 
of 2,800 members there are only 200 Fellows, or 
one out of every fourteen, as the Editor of The 
Record has pointed out. who has a voice in the 
affairs of the profession. I wish to impress upon 
you all that it is not because you do not hear a 
great noise about it that there is no strong feeling 
in the matter. I want to open your eyes, if 
possible, and to show you that there is a strong 
feeling in the matter. In 1886 when we met at 
Birmingham it was carried by a large majority that 
this 9th clause should be abrogated. 

The Prestpent.—I was present myself, and I 
must certainly say that it was not a large majority, 
even if it was a majority at all. 

Mr. Hurxpaui.—That can easily be settled by 
referring to the numbers. I thought the majority 
was something like 15 to 3. 

The PrestpEnt.— Nothing like as much. 

Mr. Hurnpaun. — At anyrate it was a sufficient 
majority to convince the Council that there was a 
strong fecling in the matter. 1 will not detain you 
longer, but conclude by seconding Mr. Dollar’s pro- 
osal. 

Mr. Price.—Will you allow me to make a few 
comments upon this very small Report. 1 must 60, 
that every year it seems to be gradually dwindling. 
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I find in paragraph 4 a statement announcing the 
resignation of Prof. Macqueen, one of the Examiners 
at the Botany Table, and then in paragraph 5 we 
have the resignation of Mr. J. Roalfe Cox (No, No), 
—well at anyrate Mr. J. Roalfe Cox retires from the 
examinership of the Fellowship degree. I have the 
pleasure of knowing Mr. Cox, and I think, that when 
two gentlemen have served us in the way they have 
done, this Report is hardly complete without thank- 
ing them for the manner in which they have con- 
ducted the affairs of the Profession. ‘Then I find 
that the Registration Committee, under the Veterin- 
ary Surgeon’s Act of 1881, have done very good and 
effectual service to the Profession during the past 
year. They seem to me to have been a very active 
Committee: they have gone through the Register 
and have struck 105 names off in consequence of 
“death” or “relinquishment of Practice.” This 
shows that they have performed their part of the 
programme remarkably well. With regard to the 
Committee on “ Hereditary Disease of the Horse” a 
circular letter was sent to the 2,500 members of the 
College, but it would be interesting to know how 
many were returned filled up. I should also like to 
know what is the meaning of this circular I hold in 
my hand, dated from the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons on November 16th, 1888, and which 
says that the President is desirous that a special 
meeting of the Council be held on the 21st inst., at 
3 o'clock p.m to consider a communication received 
by him, dated November 12th, 1888. 


To Prof. Pritchard, President of the Royal College 

of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Dear Sir,—We, the undersigned, are informed it is 
contemplated to send a circular to the members of 
the Profession on the subject of «‘ Hereditary Dis- 
eases in Horses,” and we beg to request that the 
circular be sent to none but 1aembers of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. We further beg 
to request that you will not recognise existing 
practitioners as members of the Profession by 
sending them the circular without a resolution of 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons authorising you to do so. In the event 
of your feeling unable to comply with our requests 
we hereby, in conformity with the provisions of 
our Charters and Bye-laws, request you to call a 
Special General Meeting of the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to pass a 
resolution or resolutions regarding the status of 
the existing practitioners, and to take such other 
stepsas may be deemed advisable. 


The circular is signed by a large number of Ve- 
terinary practitioners, the name of Dr. Fleming head- 
ing the list. I am rather in a fog as to what this 
circular has connection with. It seems that the 
President without the authority of the Council is 
anxious to send circulars to all Members of the Ve- 
terinary Profession, and also to the existing prac- 
titioners. Of course those gentlemen who signed 
that letter were quite surprised that he should 
recognise existing practitioners as Members of the 
Profession. That is the only inference I can draw 
from it. 


Then with regard to the ‘ Attendance of Members 
of Council ” there is one omission, which hardly puts 
a fair complexion upon the affairs of the Council. 
Beside the Council meetings there are several kinds 
of committee meetings, and I think that the number 
of committees that each member is upon should be 
specified ; otherwise a fair inference cannot be 
drawn. If one Member is a member of all those 
committees of course his attendances will swell, 
therefore, I should like in all future reports that the 
committees should be mentioned, and then we can 
know exactly how any Member of the Profession 
votes, and see what work he is doing. 

Mr. Perer Taytor.—What are we to do if we are 
not on a Committee ? 

Mr. Price.—It puts you in the shade (laughter). 
I want that altered, | want equality and justice done 
to all classes on the Council. 

Then with regard to finance—for financing carried 
out properly is the fundamental basis of progress and 
prosperity. I should like to know the meaning of 
“Dividend on dishonoured cheque £5 3s.” I can- 
not see what it means. Then we come to expendi- 
ture. 1 find here that the Rates and Taxes amount 
to £94 Os. 6d. That seems a very large sum, and is an 
extraordinary amount if this is the only place upon 
which we pay rates. I believe you are assessed too 
high. Has the assessment ever been appealed against? 

Tue Presipent.—It has been appealed against, 
and a very considerable reduction has been obtained. 

Mr. Price.—Then I should try and get a still 
further reduction (laughter). Then with regard to 
Annual Dinner £18 2s. 9d. Whenever I go to dinner I 
always pay forit myself. That sum seems to represent 
some 16 or 17 people who never paid at all. Then 
“ Printing, Stationery &c., £203 2s. 2d.” seems very 
large indeed. 

I do hope the Council will give these little things 
their careful and earnest attention. Of course I won't 
mention anything about the “Salary to Secretary, 
£250,” because I know that the Secretary well earns 
his money. Then there is another item “ Payment 
to Secretary, House Rent &c., £70”, so that he gets 
his house rent paid for him. I wish I could get the 
same (laughter). 

With regard to clause 9, and 1iow Iam going to be 
serious, I consider that as a humble member of the 
profession I have been robbed of my rights and privi- 
leges. When I became a member of the profession I 
was told to conduct myself in a gentlemanly manner 
(laughter). Now I have been disfranchised without 
rhyme or reaspn. I maintain that the Council ought 
to think seriously of this and re-enfranchise us. Why 
should I be disfranchised ? I have always paid 20s. 
in the £. I maintain that as long as I conduct my- 
self in a gentlemanly manner I have a right—if 
members choose to elect me to the Council—to re- 
present them on that Council. I hope the Council 
will assist me in this, and if it means a fresh Act of 
Parliament or Charter let us have it. If the Council 
cannot afford to pay for it the profession will. There- 
fore, I must earnestly ask the Council to take us poor 
members into consideration, to reinstate us, so as to 
give us a chance of representing the profession in the 
future politics that we have to deal with. 
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Mr. Dottar’s motion, “ That it is wrong in prin- 
ciple for a member of Council to act as an Examiner,” 
was then put to the meeting and on a third count 
lost, 22 voting in its favour and 24 against. Some 
confusion arose as to the counting which had to be 
repeated. 

Mr. Hurnpati.—lI beg to propose that the voting 
on the above motion be taken by ballot. 

Mr. Do.tiar.—I beg to second that proposition. 

Mr. Bannam.—I move as an amendment that we 
proceed to the next business. 

Mr.’ Ow.es.—I will second the amendment. 

The amendment was put to the meeting and car- 
ried, 33 voting in its favour and 15 against. 

Mr. Warv.—I do not understand how there could 
have been a reduction on the taxes of this establish- 
ment during the past year. ‘The year before last 
they amounted to £63 18s. 4d. while this year they 
amount to £94 Os. 6d., which shows a difference of 
£30 between this year and last. 

Tue Secretary.—tThe last moiety of the previous 
year is included in this year. Last year the last 
moiety of the income-tax was not paid until after the 
financial statement was made out. The Finance 
Committee did not meet until July. 

Mr. Price.—This year includes five quarters and 
last year only three ? 

Tue Secretary.—Precisely. 

Mr. Warp.—Then with regard to Fellowship- 
Examination Fees. Last year the fees amounted to 
£240 and the expenses to £25, while this year the 
fees only amount to £141 while the expenses have 
increased to £31. There is a considerable difference 
in the expense, yet much less work has been done. 
Only 9 passed the Fellowship-Examination this year, 
while 15 passed last year. 

There is only one other remark I should like to 
make and that is with regard to the item, “ Furni- 
ture, Repairs, ete., £55 14s. 9d.” £50a year seems 
a somewhat extravagant sum to pay for furniture. 
I do not know whether it is the annual meeting that 
breaks up the chairs, or whether the damage is done 
in Committee. (Laughter.) 

The Srecrerary.—The item is not for furniture 
alone, but for “furniture and repairs.” —_It includes 
repairs to the building and outside painting. 

Mr. Kipp.—Can you explain the meaning of the 
item at the bottom of the account, “Travelling ex- 
penses £15 1s. 6.” ? 

The Szecrerary.—Four Examiners’ fees were held 
over because the Council had not authority to pay 
them till after the meeting. Those were the fees 
paid the examiners for travelling expenses. 

Mr. Price.—You have not explained “ Dividend 
on Dishonoured Cheque £3 3s. Od.” 

The Secrerary.—A Gentleman had a_ banking 
account, and the bank failed after he had tendered 
us a cheque for £10 10s. Od. This was dishonoured 
but we are receiving the amount in instalments 

(dividends) and it is now paid off within a few 
shillings. 

Sir H. Simpson.—May I explain that with regard 
to the item of expense for the Annual Dinner—! 
had the honour of being President, as you are aware, 
last year, and it was thought not an unbecoming 


thing for the profession to be honoured by the 
presence of members of the Royal Family if possible 
at the Annual Dinner, and it was considered a special 
year—the year of Jubilee, we had sent an address 
from the College to the Queen, who had been 
graciously pleased to receive the same, and it was 
thought that it would do the profession no harm, but 
might be the means of doing it some good by bring- 
ing it a little more prominently before the public. 
I took the precaution to ask the Council if they were 
agreeable that the expense should be borne by the 
College. It was my intention to invite not only the 
Prince of Wales and the Duke of Cambridge, but 
other persons distinguished in the Army and in the 
other services and professions. 1 can tell you the 
purse strings were held very tightly, and there was 
a great deal of opposition; it ended in Professor 
Brown coming to the rescue, and proposing that £25 
should be provided for the purpose. £25 was a 
totally inadequate sum to invite 50 persons of dis- 
tinction to this Dinner, and there were certain pre- 
liminary expenses, for instance a circular to send to 
every member of the profession informing them that 
a dinner of that importance would take place, and 
asking if they would attend. The sending of the 
circular by post to 2,500 members cost £10, and the 
printing and directing cost some money. At all 
events of the £25 that the Council were kind enough 
to grant me, 1 spent £18 in preliminary expenses. 
That is what that £18 is, and I had the honour of 
inviting fifty guests at my own expense, . 

Mr. am very satisfied with that answer. 
(Laughter.) I do not know whether I should be 
troubling the President, but I should like to know 
about this circular signed by 10 or 12 members of 
the profession—what was the cause of it being put 
in motion ? 

The Prestpent.—It does not arise out of the 
Report. 

Mr. Price.—I think it does, because that circular 
has reference to the Hereditary Diseases, and of course 
if you look at that subject and then look at that cir- 
cular, you will see that the two are linked together. 

The Prestpent.—I may for your information tell 
you that this matter was most thoroughly discussed 
at the Council before the determination to do what 
we did was carried out, and a great deal of time was 
spent over it and every word of it was thoroughly 
conned over by the Council, I believe at one or two 
meetings before the steps were taken. I understood 
you to say Iwas one who was desirous that non- 
qualified members of the profession, registered 
individuals, should have a circular sent to them ? 

Mr. Price.—That is the inference | drew from 
the circular—that our President was anxious that the 
unqualified registered practitioners should have that 
circular sent to them to fill up as members of the 
profession—that is the whole pith of the circular. 
If there is any doubt about it the President may 
remove it. 

Dr. Evans.—May I invite the attention of the 
Council to the state of the Museum, I think it 
would be well if you spent a little more money in 
keeping it in order, I went up this morning and 


found specimens really worthy of observation wii 
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no labels on, and I could not see any catalogues. I 
think we should spend some money on the Museum, 
and pay someone to keep it in order. 

The Prestpent.—I thoroughly agree with your 
remarks with reference to the Museum, there has 
been a committee formed to look into the matter, and 
I think shortly some renovation will be undertaken. 

Mr. Hurnpaui.—I have not had any invitation to 
the dinner, but Iam given to understand that the 
dinner is to be conducted on the same principles as 
before, viz., that every member who attends sball pay 
25s. 

Tke PresipEnt.- -That is so. 

Mr. Hurnpati.—Then I object to it on principle. 
I do not believe in any man drinking wine at my 
expense, or in my drinking at his expense. I sub- 
mit that 7s. 6d. or 10s. should be charged for the 
dinner, and every man should pay for such wine as he 
thinks fit. I could name some. half dozen who 
could be with you to-night, who as a matter of prin- 
ciple will not be there because you have inaugurated 
this manner of arranging the mode of payment. I 
submit it to you for consideration for another year. 

A Memper asked whether the President had 
agreed that a circular should be sent to all registered 
practitioners ? 

The Presipent.—It is not sv, it never was urged 
by me. 

The motion for the adoption of the Report was 
agreed to. 

The Presiwent.—That is the business of the 
meeting. I may remind Mr. Hurndall that his 
proposition has been thoroughly tried and has 
thoroughly failed to improve the dinner. 

Mr. Hurnpatu.—As I have been rather a trouble- 
some member, I shall be pleased to propose a hearty 
vote of thanks to Professor Pritchard for occupying 
the chair to-day. It certainly has not been with- 
out difficulty that a meeting of this description can 
be presided over, but I think he has done all that 
could possibly be done under the circumstances. 
We feel that our profession is progressing, and will 
progress more if we are allowed to ventilate our 
feelings as the President has allowed us to do with- 
out interrupting. I beg to propose a hearty vote of 
thanks. 

The motion was seconded. 

Mr. Pricr.—As another troublesome member here 
to-day I have much pleasure in supporting it. 

The resolution was agreed to and the proceedings 
then closed. 


THE DINNER. 
The Annual Dinner was held at the Cafe Royal, 


The toast list was varied by the interspersion of 
a number of songs, remarkably well rendered by 
several artistes. Professor McCall and Mr. Leather 
also contributed to the harmony of the occasion. 

The President proposed the usual loyal and 
patriotic toasts. Mr. Wilson gave “the Army, 
Navy, and Reserve forces;” which was replied to by 
Sir F. Fitzwygram. 

To Professor Axe was entrusted “The Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons”? and Professor 
Pritchard replied. 

“The Schools” and “The Examiners” followed 
next; the former was replied to by Professors 
McCall and Brown, the latter by Dr. Fleming. 
Attention was drawn to the fact that only one re- 
presentative of Scotland was present and not one 
from Ireland. More than one speaker acknowledged 
that fault had been found with the Schools, the Ex- 
aminers, and with the Council; but a challenge was 
thrown out to specify exactly what change was 
desired. Alterations could only be undertaken 
when a clear majority of the profession showed a 
desire for some definite change. 

The President proposed the toast of “ The 
Ladies,” and a very pleasant evening came to a 
close with the singing of *‘ Auld Lang Syne.” 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY, 


At the meeting of the Society on Thursday, 4th 
April, at the conclusion of Mr. Hunting’s paper on 
“The Teaching and Examining of Candidates for 
the Diploma” :— 

Mr. Raymonp said he did not consider a written 
examination was necessary to the veterinary student. 
If the candidate was efficient he would be able to 
answer the questions submitted at the examination 
tables with deliberation and success, — 

Professor AxE said the writer of the paper had 
dealt with an important and difficult subject in an 
able and exhaustive manner. He felt it a com- 
pliment to the Schools and the existing system of 
teaching that so thorough and painstaking a 
champion of educational reform could find so little 
to disapprove of in the curriculum now adopted by 
the several teaching institutions of the country, and 
he was pleased at the same time to recognise the 
importance of some of the suggestious which had 


and afforded every satisfaction to those present, }been made in the direction of modifying and en- 


The attendance was only about the average, whereas 
it was expected that an unusually large number 
would have embraced the opportunity of dining 
with Professor Pritchard at such a_ well-known 
Restaurant. Our profession, whilst containing few 
bon-vivants, includes a number of men quite capable 
of appreciating the cuisine and wines for which the 
Cafe Royal has long held a high reputation. The 


larging the educational course. 

The author of the paper had disclaimed any right 
or desire to meddle with the details of teaching ; 
but it was his (Professor Axe’s) opinion that any 
modification of or addition to the existing state of 
things must be dealt with on the broad basis of 
details, and not on an abstract consideration of the 
question. It was impossible to legislate for the 


dinner in short was exceptionally good. 


education of the veterinary students without some 
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reference and regard to the machinery of the schools, . 
and he hoped that in the course of the discussion 
which would follow, the excellent suggestions of 
the essayist would be tested by the resources of 
those in whose hands the education of the student 
rested. 

He quite agreed with Mr. Hunting that it was 
imperatively necessary that the standard of educa- 
tion, scholastic and scientific, should be kept on 
a line with the requirements of the times, and no 
one he believed desired the consummation of this 
requirement more than the authorities of the various 
Colleges, and they would he was sure welcome, and 
give the fullest consideration to any practical sug- 
gestion which might be made for bettering their 
position in this important connection, and for 
furthering the advancement of professional educa- 
tion. 

He (Professor Axe) had for years recognized and 
urged again and again the unity of the science of 
aman: and he was glad to say the Camden 

own School had ceased to consider the pathology 
of cattle as a branch distinct from the pathology of 
the horse and other animals. There could be no doubt 
that disease processes throughout animal life were 
initiated, directed and controlled by the same natural 
laws; and while recognising modifications in the 
clinical manifestations of disease in different 
creatures, he saw in this no sufficient reason for con- 
tinuing to waste the time of students in a repetition 
of details which only serve to weary and worry, 
and create disgust rather than a pleasurable interest 
in the work before them. It would therefore be 
seen that they had anticipated in their system of 
tuition the suggestion which the essayist had made 


in respect to the examination of the student in the 
subject of pathology, and he trusted that the Council | 
would see their way to arrange the examinations in| 
this respect in accordance with the more rational | 
principle indicated by the writer of the paper. 

He was glad Mr. Hunting had called attention to. 
the necessity for more scientific information in re- 
gard to hygiene ; to which he thought should also | 
be added the principles of sanitation. There was, 
no doubt that the time had now arrived when these | 
subjects should occupy the first rank in our Educa- | 
tional course. He (Professor Axe) was aware of, 
the difficulties attendant upon any considerable ex- | 
tension and re-arrangement of the curriculum of a 
school, but he could not shut his eyes to the fact 
that much remained to be done ere the veterinary | 
student could claim to have received a thorough and | 
rational education. It was certain that rapid strides | 
in the direction of progress had been made during | 
the past twenty years, and the profession had much | 
to congratulate itself upon; but he could not help | 
thinking that the all-important item “ preventive 
medicine *” had been too long left out in the cold. 
He should welcome its addition to the demands of | 


the Royal College, and would be glad to see it take ‘had not 


a forward position in the curriculum of every ve-— 
terinary school. 

He thought Mr. Hunting had not been happy in com- | 
paring the present-day teaching of Chemistry with | 
that which existed in what he has been pleased to 


term “the dark days of professional ignorance.” 
He would remind him that at the period referred to, 
practical chemistry had no existence in any ve- 
terinary institution, and the prescribed course was 
then both limited in amount, and elementary in 
character. 

At the present time the subject was not only more 
thoroughly taught, but taught on a more comprehen- 
sive scale. and he believed that more time was 
devoted to it now, during the seven months and a 
half than was formerly given to it in the course of 
the two six months sessions. Whai was still 
more satisfactory, every student was compelled to 
make it a practical study. Notwithstanding this 
he believed the system of teaching Chemistry might 
be improved by devpting the first period of the 
ses" 4 to theoretical chemistry, and the later period 
exc: sively to its practical application. 

In dealing with the subject of Anatomy Mr. 
Hunting had not done justice to his experience as a 
teacher and his general knowledge of the educational 
requirements of the student. For himself he 
thought it most desirable that a student should 
thoroughly study, and master the anatomical details 
ot the passive organs of locomotion before he was 
permitted to enter upon a consideration of the active. 
The bones were the landmarks of muscular attach- 
ment and with these the mind should be well im- 
pressed before dissection of muscles was permitted, 
Nothing served so much to render dissecting dis- 
tasteful, and to lead to mutilation and waste of 
subjects, as a want of that light to the attachment 
of muscles which a complete knowledge of the bones 
offered. As to the articulations they too like the 
bones must of necessity be studied first apart from 
the muscles, and only in this way would a rational 
understanding of their mechanism be obtained, 

The existing plan of teaching and examining in 
the subject of Anatomy appeared to him to be most 
satisfactory, and should not be changed unless a 
substantial improvement could be effected in it, 

Mr. Sucaruer strongly advocated a written as 
well as an oral examination—written examinations 
would be useful because they would form a check on 
the examiner—for there remained on paper what 
the examiner had asked and what ‘the student had 
written—but in written examinations it was very 
necessary the examiners should be experienced, for 
some questions would admit of being fanswered in 
three or four different ways and each be reasonable 
answers. The questions should be few in number, 
and ample time should be allowed the student to 
give a question proper consideration, To give a can- 
didate a number of questions to answer in a short 
time would be the means of making him answer the 
whole badly. 

Mr, Hfurnpaut also strongly advocated a written 
as well as an oral examination, because a written 
examination helped a nervous man, Mr, Hunting 
gone into the question of preliminary ex- 
amination as deeply as he had expected he would 
have done. He (Mr Hurndall) considered the 
student should have a fair knowledge of Latin, and 
some knowledge of French; and that steps should 
be taken to make the preliminary examination more 
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stringent in order that they might get men of |: 


greater calibre. 

Mr. Henry Epnear regarded the present system 
whereby a student was allowed to join the teaching 
schools in the middle of a session as most ob- 
jectionable. When he commenced his studies at 
Camden Town he found himself in the middle of 
Anatomy before he had been through the elementary 
part. He thought it was most necessary to intro- 
duce the teaching of Hygiene and Sanitation at our 
schools, and it also appeared to him that the time 
had come when “ Materia-Medica” and ‘“ Thera- 
pettics” should be carefully and fully gone into, so 
that the greatest possible advantage might accrue 
to the students. 

The question of the fees of the schools was im- 
portant. In London they amounted to forty-five 
guineas—they could not expect a boy twelve years 
of age to receive a three years’ education for so 
small asum. ‘To raise the fees would be to raise 
the standard of the profession and would be more fair 
to the schools. 

On the suggestion of the President the discussion 
was then adjourned to the next monthly meeting. 


An ordinary General Meeting of the Central Ve- 
terinary Medical Society took place at the First 
Avenue Hotel, on Thursday, May 2nd. 

Alfred Broad, Esq., the President, occupied the 
chair: present 23 Fellows of the Society and 3 
visitors. The Minutes of the last Meeting were 
read and confirmed; letters and telegrams ex- 
pressive of regret at being unable to attend the 
meeting were received from Professor Walley. and 
Messrs. Simpson, Slucock, and Withers. 

Mr. Alfred Prudames, M.R.C.V.S.. of Berkhamp- 
stead ard Mr. H. C. Legge, M.R.C V.S., of Dorking, 
were unanimously elected Fellows of the Society, 
and Mr. G. Reddish. M.R.C.V.8., of London, was 
nominated for Fellowship. 

The President exhibited a portion of the Intestine 
of a Dog with a pebble (which the dog had been 
seen to swallow) impacted in it, and Professor Axe 
brought before the meeting a portion of the walls 
of the stomach of a yearling colt which was deeply 
ulcerated ; the colt had died from Tetanus. This 
specimen excited an animated discussion in which 
Professor Axe, Messrs. Mulvey, Edgar, and other 
gentlemen took part. 

The discussion was then resumed upon Mr. 
William Hunting’s Paper on “The Teaching and 
Examining of Students for the Diploma.” The 
President pointed out that there were many points 
in Mr. Hunting’s valuable paper worthy of their 
best consideration, he thought they would all agree 
that his suggestions as to the introduction of the 
science of Hygiene into the curriculum of Schools 
and the adoption of written examinations would be 
decided improvements. He agreed with the essay- 
ist that the study of Anatomy, Physiology and 
Chemistry should be spread over a larger period of 
time, as forced and rapid studies were apt to be 
soon forgotten—he hoped the Meeting would see its 
way to appoint a Committee to thoroughly consider 
the subject—as suggested at the last Meeting. 


Mr. Epcar repudiated the essayist’s suggestion 
that practitioners cannot combine a first-class know- 
ledge of all diseases of all animals; he thought 
such an assertion was rather an insult to them. No 
doubt some gentlemen make a certain class of animal 
their special study, but he cid not consider this. 
rendered them any more qualified to be examiners. 
but it might narrow their knowledge of the various 
forms of pathological changes met with. In his 
opinion the man who had a good practical all round . 
knowledge of Pathology was the one to find out 
what a student knew—specialists were very apt to 
have fads and fancies. He would ask for more 
prominence to be given to canine pathology and 
surgery, for he regretted that there was so little at- 
tention given to this important subject. Canine 
Pathology was very imperfectly taught, and he was 
not asked one question on it by any examiner; 
surely this was not right when dogs were occupying 
such a prominent position in public estimation. He 
must also take exception to the essayist’s remark, 
that “obstetrics are chiefly applicable to the cow,” 
for the most difficult cases were met with in the 
mare and bitch. 

He certainly preferred the suggested new classifi- 
cation to the old, and he also wished for written 
examinations, believing that they would more fully 
test the student’s knowledge. He did not think it 
would be an advantage to reduce the number of the 
examinations from three to two, nor could he see 
any objection to the first or class “A” examina- 
tion. He thought Hygiene could be more con- 
veniently added to this than to either of the other 
examinations, because he believed there was plenty 
of time during the first twelve months for that sub- 
ject to be well mastered by the student. 

He now came to the most important part of the 
paper—the selection of Examiners: this was one of 
the most important duties the Council had to per- 
form, and although he had not the slightest objection 
to any gentleman now holding that position, he did 
most emphatically object to the Examiners having 
a seat on the Council. (Hear.) If it was an honour 
to occupy a seat on the Council and remunerative to 
be an Examiner, why confine it toafew? It was 
wrong in principle, and he thought that they, as 
the leading Veterinary Medical Association, were 
justified in entering their protest—the time would 
come when the dual office would not be tolerated. 
If a gentleman on the Council be appointed Ex- 
aminer let him retire from the Council and let the 
vacancy so made be filled up: nowa Member of the 
Council might vote for himself as Examiner. Again, 
he objected to examiners being elected for five years 
—they might almost as well be elected for a life time ; 
two years, in his opinion, were quite sufficient, and 
it was no trouble to re-elect them if advisable. He 
agreed that the examiner who took the practical 
examination should also take the oral, because in 
his experience he had almost the same questions put 
to him at both examinations. As to the Matricula- 
tory Examination, he thought that 25 per cent. of 
marks passing a man was a disgrace, and that at 
the very least 50 per cent. of marks should be ob- 
tained. 
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Mr. Hurnpatu said it was quite impossible to 
criticise all the points in this paper which deserved 
their attention, for he had no doubt they would all 
agree with him that there was scarcely a sentence 
which might not usefully be discussed, and he was 
certain it must have taken a great deal of thought 
and time to prepare it. 

On page 2 Mr. Hunting said :—* Nay, it appears 
even probable; when we consider that the Council 
may be roughly divided into two classes—Examiners 
and Teachers—who from previous associations 
and unconscious bias, would naturally propose no 
radical change—and practitioners and others, who 
from their training and position cannot be expected 
to have very definite ideas about teaching or ex- 
amining.” Now he took exception to that, he did 
not know why a man because he was a practitioner 
should not be able to teach, and if he was qualified 
to teach he was qualified to examine up to a certain 
point. But here came in the difficulty: he did not 
agree with Mr. Hunting that if.a man be endowed 
with a power of teaching therefore he must be 
qualified to examine. One of the greatest essentials 
in an examiner was that he should know—not how 
to find out what a man did not know—but to find 
out what he really knew. He had had conversations 
with young men as to their experience under ex- 
amination, and in a number of instances he had 
heard it expressed that there was a tendency to 
stick to one subject—he did not think that was the 
way to find out what a man knew. Again the 
demeanour of the examiner often perplexed the 


nate thing that some little consideration was not 
shown on the part of the Council to the wishes of 
the profession. 

One point Mr. Hunting had not touched on was 
the fees for entrance and passage through the curri- 
culum of the College. £45 was a perfectly inade- 
quate sum, and did not enable the College to do its 
duty by the student. He certainly advocated the 
formation of a Committee to thoroughly go into the 
matter from beginning to end, and to make sugges- 
tions which would be submitted to the Council. 

Mr. Sipney Vivar said, the essayist had pointed 
out the responsibility which rested with each one of 
us as to the qualities of every.new man who was ad- 
mitted into the ranks of our Profession, and no 
doubt this paper would act as an excitant, and 
cause at all events some of us to consider this im- 
portant matter of examinations and examiners more 
seriously than we have hitherto done, especially as 
Mr. Hunting tells us that he thinks “that our 
existing arrangements for the admission of men to 
the Profession are positively evil,” but although he 
(Mr. Villar) had read his paper carefully he was un- 
able to find that he points out where such positive 
evil exists. 

Under the heading * What should entitle a man 
to receive our Diploma?” he is apparently content 
with existing arrangements except that he would do 
away with the special tables on Cattle Pathology 


for Materia Medica and Therapeutics ; and would 
make the science of Hygiene a test subject. As re- 


and Morbid Anatomy; would have a separate table . 


candidate ; that was one reason why he strongly wards Hygiene, under which head he includes 
advocated written examinations. There was another | stabling, feeding, and shocing — nine years ago when 
point, Mr. Hunting, on page 4, said “the first he (Mr. Villar) obtained his diploma, an extensive 
division (Medicine, Surgery, and Pathology) would | knowledge of all these details was required to enable 
have two examiners ;” he (the speaker) questioned | a student to pass the practical part of his Srd exam. 
if that would be desirable, because it was a most ination and he had no doubt the same obtains now, 
important thing to distinguish very particularly | At that time there was a special table for Materia 
between what was called Pathology, and Morbid | Medica, and it seemed a pity it should ever have 
Anatomy: it was most essential—if they were to; been allowed to drop through. He hoped Mr. 
progress with the times, and able to take their stand | Hunting’s suggestion as to the institution of a special 
with the sister profession in illustrating many table for the subjects— Therapeutics and Materia 
points which they now claimed to be able to do—) Medica—would receive favourable consideration, but 
that théy should have a distinct and clear under- could not help thinking it would be disastrous to do 
standing upon Morbid Anatomy; and to have one away with the special table on Cattle Pathology, 
table for that subject was certainly not too much. more especially as he noticed Mr. Hunting —in his 
He was quite at one with the Essayist that in suggested curriculun for the use of schools makes 
the matter of Therapeutics they were woefully no special provision for teaching this important 
behind. Professor Brown, at the opening of subject. 
the Camden Town College, spoke rather slight- Although many of the diseases of cattle come 
ingly of the value of Therapeutics (a member under the heading of “Contagious and Parasitic 
—No! drugs) he might be wrong, and would be only diseases and Obstetrics,” still there many other dis- 
too willing to admit it, but that was the impression cases which could not he included in cither of these 
left on his mind. Therapeutics was a valuable | classes. In country districts, where most young 
subject, and he thought if a special course of lectures | veterinary surgeons commence practice, the treatinent 
were given upon it it would be to the advantage of | of cattle is of equal importance with the attendance 
the student. He agreed with what Mr. Edgar had | on horses, and he thought instead of throwing cold 
said as to the Examiners sitting on the Council; it water on this important subject as would un- 
was a matter which must be brought to the fore, and if | di mbtedly be done if Mr. Hunting’s suggestion was 
the gentlemen who sat on the Council did not feel carried out—we ought rather to do all in our power 
that the Opinions expressed by the profession were tv draw increased attention to it. 
sufficient to demand their attention, well, they must A little farther down on the first page Mr. Ilunt- 
go on discussing the matter until they do—time | ing says “ Whatever standard of excellence - ~ 
would bring it about no doubt. It was an unfortu- | quire the average candidate to reach will be the 
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level of the School teaching.” Now I don’t think 
he is fair in this statement; I could name several 
subjects in which the standard of examination at 
Red Lion Square is much below the lines of the teach- 
ing at Camden Town. Again, he objects to the present 
method of examination in anatomy — he does not 
consider it advisable to have a special table for 
osteology and syndesmology—here again I venture 
to disagree with him, for now-a-days a man must 
thoroughly know his bones or he cannot get out of 
Class A ; whereas before the existing arrangement 
came into use, many men who passed knew well 
the minute anatomy of the brain and kidney but were 
unable to recognise indivividually the bones of the 
knee or hock. Mr. Hunting considers the study of 
Chemistry, Anatomy, and Physiology, should go on 
concurrently, but I think the present arrangement, 
whereby a man must have a good knowledge of 
chemistry and some knowledge of anatomy before 
he is allowed to commence the study of Physiology, 
is more reasonable and more likely to lead to better 
results. I do not consider a summer session is 
necessary for the study of Botany, although it would 
of course be beneficial. It isstill a fortnight before 
the examinations commence at Red Lion Square, and 
there are now in our hedgrows flowers typical of a 
large number of Natural Orders, and many of these 
have been in bloom for weeks, so that if a student 
feels so inclined he has a good opportunity of prac- 
tically studying Botany—Mr. Hunting strongly 
advocates the adoption of written examinations ; and 
with all which he says on this head I agree, except 
that I do not think the average student can do a 
written examination on any one subject in half an 
hour. ‘To do well at written examinations aman re- 
quires practice at that class of work. 

Mr. Hurndall had suggested that both Latin and 
French should be made obligatory subjects at the 
Matriculation Examination, but I think it would be 
better to so include only one language, and to make 
elementary Chemistry or elementary Botany, or 
both, obligatory ; because the period of study at the 
Veterinary Schools is now short, and a little useful 
information on these subjects is bound to be bene- 
ficial to the student, and would assist him in his 
future studies at College. 

Professor AxE said he had already pointed out 
that any change in the existing system of examining 
and teaching must be considered on the broad basis 
of detail] in order to make the one conformable to 
the other. 

Mr. Hunting had proposed to abolish the first 
examination and to reduce the number to two in- 
stead of three. In the first he proposed to include 
Anatomy, Physiology. Chemistry, Botany and Hy- 
giene, and to carry on the teaching of these several 
subjects for two years. It had been pointed out by 
him as undesirable that students should enter the 
schools in the middle of a course, but if the sugges- 
tion of the Essayist were adopted the schools must 
either close their doors to students one year in three, 
or they must admit them, as it appeared to him, in 
the middle of a prolonged course. 
membered that the subjects included in the first 
division of the curriculum laid down by Mr. Hunt- 


It had to be re-- 


ing were vast and important ones, and entailed an 
immense amount of work, and he believed they 
would be better taught, and understood, and re- 
tained by the student in the existing smal! groups 
than in the larger one set down in the paper. He 
(Professor Axe) saw insuperable difficulties in the 
way of adopting the system suggested under exist- 
ing circumstances. It was, he thought, most 
desirable that the labour of the student should, as. 
far as possible, be divided, and the confusion and 
embarrasment arising out of the study of a multipli- 
city of subjects at the same time avoided. From a 
long and large experience as a teacher he felt that 
the development and consolidation of the existing 
system would be more advantageous than change. 

Referring to the question of Canine Pathology, 
Professor Axe said that the subject had recently re- 
ceived more attention than at any former time, and 
he hoped still more would be given to it in the 
future. He could not admit that the subject was 
imperfectly taught, although he was aware it might 
and would be more extensively dealt with. 

Mr, Kenna. was in favour of a Committee being 
appointed to consider the whole subject, and for- 
ward any suggestions to the Royal College of Ve- 
terinary Surgeons, He could not agree that Botany 
could be properly studied in the winter session. 
He was certainly in favour of written examinations, 
for it seemed to him that in oral exams. the man 
with the biggest amount of “cheek” did best, and 
the nervous man never seemed to get on; but if the 
written examinations were adopted, more than half- 
an-hour must be given to each subject. The for- 
mation of a Canine table would be more or less 
valuable to town practitioners, but he thought 
country practitioners had an equal right to demand 
a table of Sheep Pathology : he was confident that 
that there was a great future before them in the 
study of Ovine Diseases, 

Professor Prrrcuarp, as President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, remarked with re- 
gard to the Matriculatory Examination—that the 
Royal College had the power to question the Schools 
as to the educational test they put the candidates for 
admission to their institutions, but it had never 
been called upon to do so—the Schools were given 
credit for testing their pupils in a proper way. 

Mr. Artuur Rocerson said he was inclined to 
agree with Mr. Villar in the objections he had raised 
to Mr. Hunting’s proposed curriculum. If Mr. Hun- 
tings ideas were carried out he thought the Students 
would get tired, and lose heart through having to 
wait so long for their examinations. As to the study 
of Botany, it could be carried out practically at this 
time of year when there were plenty of plants to be 
met with in the lanes and hedges. Speaking of the 
Final Examination as now carried on, with a division 
into Theoretical and Practical parts, he said the 
Student who passed his theoretical but failed in the 
practical was sent down to practice with some Veteri- 
nary Surgeon, but it was compulsory that he should 
attend the College lectures for one month previous te 
again presenting himself for examination. Now he 
did not think there was any necessity for such a regu- 
lation ; it put the student to great expense, and the 
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practitioner to geat inconvenience. He had been in existing arrangements. I can only refer him again 
conversation with students about this, and they all | to my paper, and to some of the remarks we have 
seemed to think it was wrong to make this month’s | heard to night. His own remarks include one or twv 
attendance compulsory: he laid this before them as suggestions which would make a decided improve- 
a suggestion which he thought worthy of the con- ment, as for instance the written examination, and 
sideration of any committee which might be formed. | the special table for Materia Medica and Thera- 


The President then called upon Mr. Hunting to 
reply to the various points raised in the discussion. 


Mr. Huntrne.—I think I may feel some satisfac- 
tion in having travelled over such a lot of ground 
and met with so few difficulties and objections, 
Apparently most of my suggestions are accepted, 
and I need only just notice the most prominent 
differences which this discussion has evolved. 


Professor Axe says he is satisfied with the present 
system of teaching and examining as «applied to 
apatomy. He very rightly argues that the bones 
should be thoroughly understood at the outset. I 
also hold the bones should be thoroughly understood, 
and it is for this reason I object to the present 
system. I say they cannot be properly learned un- 


less dissection of muscles is part of the course by. 


which they are learned. Still more is dissection 
necessary to learn the ligaments—and that not 
confined to mere ligaments, but embracing the 
muscles,for tendons of the muscles are often of greater 
value in enclosing and limiting the motion of joints 
than the special ligaments. Locomotion can only 
be understood by a study of bones and muscles 
in situ—the active and passive organs together. 


Mr. Edgar thinks my remark—that no one can be 
all-round a first class man—reflects on the pro- 
fession. He holds that a practitioner may be 
equally as clever with the diseases of horses as he is | 
with those of cows, sheep and horses. Well, I only | 


/peutics. Mr, Villar is quite wrong in thinking I 
_would detract from the examinations on cattle 
diseases. I would alter the name of the table at 
which special bovine and other diseases were tested, 
and I would examine on all the General Pathology 
at another table. I only suggest the alteration as 
one of convenience, and as avoiding the notion that 
medicine and surgery, and morbid anatomy are dis- 
tinct things in different species of animals. 

Mr. Villar’s strongest point is where he takes 
issue with me about the first or “A” examination. 
He says “Mr. Hunting considers the study of 
chemistry, anatomy and physiology should go on 
concurrently, but I think a man should have a good 
knowledge of chemistry and anatomy before he 
commences the study of physiology.” Now this at 
first sight seems to be a fatal reply to my most 
prominent suggestion. As a matter of fact I do not 
propose the exact concurrent study suggested. I 
should allow some chemical and anatomical progress 
to be made before physiology was taken up. My 
idea of a physiological course includes histology, 
and also the minute anatomy of cach special organ, 
so that only an elementary knowledge of anatomy is 
| requisite for a man to clearly follow the lectures, 1 
hardly agree with Mr, Villar that our Matriculation 

Examination should include elementary chemistry 
or botany; but if it did, we should have gone a 
‘long way to have entirely removed Mr. Villar’s 
objection to my proposal. 

Professor Axe tells me that there are “ insuper- 


by my simply | able difficulties” to my plan of having anatomy, 
tothe “A” |chemistry, botany, and physiology taught in two 

Jee any’ sessions before any examination is applied. Ile 
advantage in reducing the three examinations to | gay that were the subjects extended in a systematic 
two. My idea is that the existing arrangements course over two sessions, that men who joined the 
limit the teaching and cause “cramming,” and that | g-hool in the middle of a course would lose half 
they compel an injurious sub-division of some their education, and this could only be remedied by 
subjects, with a very evil compression of others. —_— refusing to admit any students one year in three. 


Mr. Hurndall thinks my scheme would include the If this be correct I must allow my scheme to be im- 
removal of an examination on morbid anatomy. It | practicable ; but I hold it is not. When only two 
would not. I simply propose that it be tested at sessions were demanded we had to learn the subjects 
the same table as Practice of Medicine and Surgery, and-pass in them. 1! only propose that two sessions 
by an examiner who shall be a specialist. He also | be allotted to chemistry, physiology, anatomy, and 
takes exception to a remark of mine which implies , hygiene, including botany. The third session d 
that few practitioners are fit for examiners. I do leave for medicine, surgery, pathology, and Materia 
not think we really differ much. I only say a man Medica, and Therapeutics. Ido not suggest that 
may know his subject well, and yet not be able the first four subjects should be extended as one 
either to convey his knowledge to others or extract course over two sessions. 1 should divide them if 
from them what they know. I believe that a good necessary, and I should repeat them. I hysiology I 
teacher will always make a good examiner; and ; should most certainly repeat every session as a com- 
that a man who could not teach is also a man_ plete course, and I feel certain it would never be 
who cannot examine. Concerning the inadequacy stale or unprofitable. dq should hope that instead of 
of £45 as fees for a whole College course—I will a man being as now, “ crammed” in seven months, 


only say that if it pays the School, it does no harm he would be really taught in the two sessions. 
to the student, and is a good thing for the parents. 
I cannot allow that a higher fee, by excluding poor 
men, would be productive of any advantage. 

Mr. Villar says he does not see any evil in the 


| Mr. Rogerson is of opinion that by delaying the 
‘first examination for two years, students would get 
tired and lose heart. I appreciate this objection, ad 
would propose to enliven and sustain them by 
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periodic written examinations, conducted in the 
Schools by the Professors. 

I have not thought out all the details required to 
make my suggestions workable. I ask the teachers 
to help me to this. I have pointed out what I con- 
sider evils, and many of you acknowledge them. If 
they are evils we must try and find a remedy. 

Proressor Axx moved “That a committee be for- 
med to take into consideration the question contained 
in Mr. Hunting’s Paper, and that if thought desirable 
representation be made to the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons of any improvement 
which might suggest itself to the committee in the 
course of their deliberations.” 

Mr. Edgar seconded this Resolution, which was 
carried unanimously, and the Council of the Society 
with its ex-officio members and Messrs. Henry Edgar 
and J. S. Hurndall were appointed as a Committee. 

Mr. Wix11am Roors proposed a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Hunting for the very able manner in which he 
had defended his essay; Mr. Samson had great plea- 
sure in seconding this vote of thanks—which was 
carried with acclamation. Mr. Hunting having re- 
plied the proceedings terminated. 

Sipney Viiiar, Hon, Sec. 


— 


GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended April 27th, 1889. 


Pleuro Pneumonia.—In Great Britain seven fresh 
outbreaks were reported during the week, and 18 
cattle were attacked; four of the outbreaks and ten 
of the cattle affected were in the counties of Lan- 
caster, London, Middlesex, Somerset and Sussex 
(East), in Englane ; while 8 outbreaks and 8 of the 
cattle attacked were in Edinburgh, Haddington, 
and Lanark, in Scotland. 

There were 37 healthy cattle which had been ex- 
gg to infection slaughtered in Great Britain. 

n Ireland two fresh outbreaks occurred, both of 
them in the North Dublin Union, seven cattle were 
attacked and killed, and seven healthy cattle were 
slaughtered in Dunshaughlin, co. Meath, because 
they had been exposed to infection. 

Anthrax. — There were three fresh outbreaks of 
Anthrax reported in Great Britain during the week, 
in the counties of Northampton, Oxford, and Forfar ; 
five animals were affected all of which died. No 
cases of this disease occured during the week in 
Treland. 

Swine Fever.—This disease is again increasing, 
105 fresh outbreaks were reported during the week, 
in England and Wales, and 455 swine were attacked. 
Of the diseased pigs 267 were killed, 183 died, 19 
recovered, and 272 were still alive when the returns 
were made up. No fresh case of this disease oc- 
curred in Scotland during the week. In Ireland four 
fresh outbreaks took place in Kerry, Limerick, 


Tipperary, and Waterford ; six swine were attacked 
all of which were either killed or died. 

Glanders and Farcy.—There were 17 fresh out- 
breaks of Glanders reported ; 12 of themin London, 
the others were in Kent, Lancaster, Middlesex, 
Notts, and York (W.R.) Of 26 horses attacked 
19 were in London, and two in Lanarkshire, the 
others were in the counties above mentioned. 

Tn England 12 fresh outbreaks of Farcy were re- 
ported and 16 horses attacked, all of them in Lon- 
don and Middlesex. In Ireland no fresh cases of 
either Glanders or Farcy occurred during the week. 

Rabies.--Only two fresh cases were reported in 
England, in Essex, and York (W.R.) In Ireland 
17 cases of Rabies were reported; six of them in 
dogs, in the counties of Donegal, Fermanagh, Mona- 
ghan, Limerick, Dublin, and Kildare, 10 sheep. 
attacked in Cork, Limerick, and Kildare, and one 
horse was attacked in co. Cork. 


EXTRACTS. 


INOCULATION FOR PLEURO-PNEUMONIA 
IN QUEENSLAND. 


In the Brisbane Courier of March 9 there is a re- 
port of the experiments which have been carried on 
by M. Pasteur’s assistants, Dr. Germont and M. 
Loir, for the purpose of obtaining a virus which 
would retain its activity for a sufficient time to per- 
mit of its use in any part of the country where it 
might be required. 

Of the value of inoculation as a protection against 
pleuro-pneumonia, the Australians profess to enter- 
tain no doubt, and the facts which they relate justify 
their opinions. 

When a contagious disease like the lung plague 
of cattle appears in vast herds like those of Austra- 
lia and New Zealand, the stamping-out system is 
not applicable ; the whole circumstances are opposed 
to its adoption, and any reasonable promise of pro- 
tection from disease by less heroic measures is 
likely to be accepted with thankfulness. Inocula- 
tion is easily done, and affords, at any rate, sufficient 
protection against the natural disease to justify its 
use in preference to slaughter, which would mean 
the extinction of the cattle population. 

Cultivation and preservation of the fluid which is 
used for inoculation has long been an object in the 
colonies, and the Queensland Government, taking 
advantage of the presence of Dr. Germont and M. 
Loir, directed some experiments te be made with 
this object. The results are described in somewhat 
glowing terms : 

The general arrangements for the experiments 
were superintended by Dr. Germont. At about 
10.30 a calf, which had been inoculated behind the 
shoulder, was killed. The inoculation took place 
on Feb. 12, and the body of the unfortunate animal 
was greatly swollen by the formation of the cells 
beneath the hide. The swellings were first ham- 
mered with an ordinary carpenter’s hammer, to 
break up the cells, and then the virus was extracted. 
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The hair was first carefully clipped off and the part 
singed, to destroy any outside germs that might 
exist, and then tubes were inserted through the 
skin into the swellings and the virus drawn off by 
suction. ‘The tubes were constructed with a sharp 
needle point and a bulb, and before insertion were 
sterilised by heat to prevent the possibility of any 
other germs remaining in them. The virus is drawn 
up by suction, the air being exhausted by means of 
the breath, if the pressure of the virus is not 
sufficient to drive the liquid up. When the bulbs 
are filled the tubes are hermetically scaled at one 
end by means of a spirit lamp, and are ready for 
transport. A second calf killed, which had also 
been inoculated on Feb. 12th, was covered with im- 
mense swellings on the stomach and sides, and 
several quarts of virus were obtained from it. 

Dr. Germont explained that both the animals 
killed were inoculated behind the shoulder, which 
had produced the disease in a severe form, and the 
virus used was of the third and fourth generation, 
having been passed through several animals, but it 
had lost none of its efficacy. Several calves in the 
yard, he said, had been inoculated with the virus in 
the tail, and had since been inoculated behind the 
shoulder, but in no case had any severe sickness re- 
sulted. They have not succeeded in hitting upon 
the particular microbe which is really the caase of 
this disease; but they have found a microbe, and 
they are now conducting further experiments with 


a view to proving the practicability of cultivating | 


the virus apart altogether from the living animal, 
in a medium of broth, in which it is expected to 
grow and keep for any length of time. The virus, 
as procured from the animal, will only keep from 
fifteen to twenty days. Amongst the first experi- 
ments tried by the scientists was the test as to 
whether or not the virus they had procured was that 
of true bovine pleuro-pneumonia. 


view, it was tried upon goats, guinea pigs, and | 
fowls, and proved perfectly innocuous, while upon 


cattle it produced deadly effects. This was _ re- 
garded as a certain proof that the lymph of the true 
pleuro had been obtained. The virus used was not 


obtained from the chest or lung, which is the natural | 


seat of the disease ; but it appeared to develop, after 
the inoculation, beneath the skin of the stomach, 
and from this part of the animal the virus was ob- 
tained which was used for cultivation. According 
to the stated results of the experiments, the virus 
appeared to improve after being passed through 


several animals, and became purer, and showed | 


more decided effects than when it was first obtained 
from an animal naturally affected at Tabragalba. 
As far as the immediate purpose of yesterday’s ex- 
periments was concerned, that of demonstrating the 
possibility of cultivating the virus in the living 
animal, they were pronounced by all a decided 
success.” 


Whatever amount of success may be claimed for 
these experiments, it is only right to point out that 
there is nothing new in them, The inoculation of 
calves with the fluid exudate from pleuro-pneumonia 
lungs always causes severe inflammation and effusion 
beneath the skin, and frequently ends in death. 


With that end in| 


The fluid from the inoculated calves will cause 
similar derangement in other calves, and the pre- 
servation for a short time of organic fluids by col- 
lecting them in sterilised pipettes, and sealing the 
ends in a flame, are devices which have long been 
familiar to pathologists all over the world, and it 
was not necessary for two scientists to go to the 
other side of the world to teach the people so much, 
or so little. 

Of the value of the fluid effused under the skin 
of a calf which has been inoculated with the exudate 
from a diseased lung, nothing is known, Dr, Ger- 
mont’s test of its value is expressed by himself in 
the following remarks which he made: 

“The question now would be asked whether the 
lymph thus produced by inoculation under the skin 
is as efficacious for protection against pleuro as 
lymph taken from the lung in a spontaneous case 
of the disease. In order to ascertain this they had 
inoculated eight calves with this artificially {pro- 
duced lymph—-five in the tail, and three under the 
skin in another part of the body, ‘The same day 
two calves were inoculated in the tail from a spon- 
taneous case of pleuro, and the whole lot of thus 
protected calves had since been inoculated again in 
a vital part with virus from another spontancous 
| case, Another lot of calves not protected were in- 
oculated in the same manner, and with the same 
‘virus. The result was that of the unprotected 
-ealves three had already died, and five were more 
or less affected, one showing no sign. With regard 
to the ten calves protected by inoculation, two had 
light swellings, and the rest were unaffected. In 
short, of the unprotected animals four out of the 

nine had died, and of a similar number protected, 
| none had really suffered, which was a proof that 
the artifically produced virus was a protection 
‘as efficacious as the virus taken in a spontaneous 


case.” 

From the above extract, it is evident that the 
evidence at present in favour of the use of the fluid 
‘for inoculation as a protection against pleuro- 
pneumonia is simply the fact that a few calves, in- 
oculated in the tail with it, did not subsequently 
‘suffer when the same kind of fluid was introduced 
‘into the skin in a dangerous region behind the 
‘shoulder, whereas calves not previously inoculated 
‘in the tail died, or suffered severely, when the fluid 
‘was inoculated into a dangerous part—a fact which 
‘does not seem to admit of generalisation. 

Dr. Germont allowed that the microbe of pleuro- 
pneumonia has not been cultivated —in fact, it has 
not yet been found; but cultivations are being made 
of a microbe which may prove to be the right one, 
On the other hand, it may have to be consigned to 
the receptacle of the many false lung-disease mi- 
crobes which have from time to time promised much 


and done nothing. 
The experiments 


| 


which have been made in 


(Queensland may be productive of good in the future ; 
but they have not gone far enough yet to justify 
the high expectation in which the colonists are 


indulging.—The Field. 


| 
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M. PASTEUR ON THE PURIFICATION OF 
WATER CONTAMINATED BY ANTHRAX. 


A correspondent a few weeks ago sent us an in- 
quiry as to the possible danger to cattle of drinking 
running water which had been contaminated by 
washing the hides or fleeces from animals which 
had probably died of anthrax, and as to the possi- 
bility of rendering the water innocuous by any 
method of disinfection. The question raised being 
one of an unusual and novel character, we referred 
the matter to M. Pasteur, who has replied as follows: 

(Translation.) 

“Dear Srr,—You are good enough to ask my 
opinion upon the propagation of, charbon, by water, 
and upon the means of preventing this. 

“ Although in the case of charbon I have made no 
direct experiment with regard to this mode of con- 
tagion, it appears to me beyond doubt, since the 
bacillus of charbon can live and even reproduce it- 
self in ordinary water, that animals drinking this 
water can under certain conditions contract the 
disease. To prevent this contamination I can see 
but oue sure method, and that is to filter the water 
through a ‘Chamberland’ filter, which arrests both 
these germs and pathogenic microbes in general. 

“Receive, dear Doctor, the assurance of my very 
distinguished consideration.—L. Pastrur.”—British 
Medical Journal. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
facts of interest. 


CASTRATION BY ECRASEUR. 


TR, 

I willendeavour to give ‘‘ Enquirer” some information 
about the use of the Ecraseur. Some years ago I desired 
to give this method of Castrating a trial, having seen the 
Ecraseur employed in human surgery for the removal of 
cancerous tongues and so on. I procured a large sized 
human Ecraseur, and used it as I had seen it used in 
human surgery, that is I drew the chain through in the 
handle until it touched the cord and then worked the lever, 
allowing half a minnte to elapse between each click. Un- 
fortunately I always had hemorrhage to a greater or less 
extent, but I must add that my patients varied from 3 to 6 
years of age. I had seen Farmer Miles operate once and he 
had no hemorrhage, although he worked much quicker 
than I did. I think the difference in the immediate 
results may be due to the fact that the chain in my instrument 
was finer than Miles’. His chain lacerates the vessels : 
mine appeared to cut through them. I am bound to say 
that as I performed the operation it seemed to cause a good 
deal of pain. For this reason and because it is slow, and 
also on account of the hemorrhage, I gave up the method. 
Perhaps if I had been provided with one of Miles’s instru- 
ments I should have done better. As regards stoppin 
heemorrhage I may add that I use iced-water enemas an 
iced-water douche to groin, and scrotum, and loins. If it were 
not that hemorrhage generally looks like bungling surgery 
perhaps it would not matter very much. I have never 
heard of a fatal case, but there is a case on record of a full- 
grown stallion having the testicles simply removed by a 
clean cut, and then he was turned loose and recovered in 
due course. I sometimes plug the scrotum with sol. of 
Perchloride of Iron and tow, but I am not fond of this 
method, because the wound has to be well-cleaned jout next 
day and the case is retarded,and there is danger of schirrous 
cord,— Yours truly, EcrasEvr. 


Veterinary Establishment, 
‘ 40, New Bond Street, London, W. 
IR, 

I have used the Ecraseur method of Castration for many 
years, and have never had a case go wrong. There is no 
fear of hemorrhage if it is used carefully, and the testicles 
are not too quickly severed,—Yours very faithfully, 

W. A. Sours. 
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